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AMENDMENTS TO TH F CLAIMS ^ 

.-6(0™ I GROUP 3600 

7- An apparatus for securing a grating sheet to structural members in a wave 
zone ofan offshore p latform, the grating sheet including an upper and lower surface, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a top plate for mounting on the upper surface of the grating sheet, the top plate having 
a hole therein and upper and lower surfaces; 

a bottom plate having an [slot] opening, the bottom plate being [sized and shaped for 
attaching] attached to the structural member in a laterally extending direction 
for supporting the grating sheet; and 

[engaging means] asecuring mechanism ft vt™H mg between th P . upper surf*™ »f th. 
to p plate and the bottom plate through th r o pening of the bottom p l^ W 
clamping the top plate and bottom plate together with the mtm, sWt ^ 
securing mechanism confi mired to ho s«r.,,r«H m i Y fr om a noafrimi nn ^, 
surface of the gratinr sh M in order to secure the grating sheet to the structural 
members so as to prevent displacement of the grating sheet from the structural 
members by extreme wave action, the grating she* b^ CT .^w^ 
structural members in a wave zotib a rea of an offchore platform ; 

wherein said apparatus is formed of corrosion resistant material and said^aratusis 
config u red [is able] to withstand the forces of waves in [a] the wave-zone 
portion of [an] the_offshore platform area. 

H. - 17. (Cancelled) 

— A* apparatus for securing a taring sheet r^np ri^ ^r-allel and tr*™*^ 

barsfbnn ins a pattern of openings to structural m embers nf an nff c w- r l at f orm Qr other 

similar platform, comprising :, 

a top plate for mounting on the upper surfa ce of the ^ino nf 
Platform, the top r U t e having an openm p thp™» ; 
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a bottom ptatc bgi nfi . attached to fh P B trnrtnr.l m n^^ ^ bnrr 

platform in a lately extending diction for ^ atmg ai|w# _ 

tjie^tmctur al support memhm; and a threaded m^mberextgn^ 

top and bottom plates and thron P hJh eoEm in the too plate far 

with a threaded nut for attaching thr ton and h.tt^ r w„ together ^ ^ 

grating sheet, the threaded member configured to ^ curftd nnly ^ , ^ 

s urface of the prating sheet of the nlatform inrmW t» securB thft „ afinn g ^ 

to the structural members in a wave area of tnft p latfcTTO . 



is 



wherein said apparatus is formed of c orrosion ^ m , teria i ^^g^^ 
configu red to withstand thr forces of wav e s in die waw-.o ne Dortlori nf an 
offshore plat form area. 

19. The ap paratus of rl.im lS, wherein the top a nd bottom plates »r, 
with elongated T-shap e d connectors for p rovid ing fasteninp . sup port for th. crptino ^ 
a s to resist vertical and h grizontal wave pressures when secnrcd to the supporting 

m 3Map ^ atUS of claim 1 8 - wherein the r.^.-. ci ,. n resistant mfltpiiai „ f tlift 

grating s heets is fiberglass^ 

— The appara t us of claim 1 S, whm-in s.id c orrosion rese nt material is 

stainless steel. 
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